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Arizona’s Forest Products Industry and Timber Harvest, 2021 

The University of Montana’s Bureau of Business and Economic Research (BBER), in conjunction with the 

Interior West Forest Inventory and Analysis (IW-FIA) Program of the US Forest Service, conducted a 

census of Arizona’s timber processors operating during calendar year 2021. Through a written 

questionnaire, phone, email, or in-person interview, timber-processing and residue-utilizing facilities 

provided information about their calendar year 2021 operations, including: 

• Plant location, production, capacity, and employment 

• Volume of raw material received, by county and ownership 

• Species of timber received and live/dead proportions 

• Finished product volumes, types, sales value, and market locations 

• Volume, uses, and sales of manufacturing residue 

This research traces the flow of Arizona’s 2021 timber harvest through the primary wood products 

industry and characterizes the structure, condition and economic contributions of Arizona’s forest 

products industry sectors. Historical changes in the forest products industry, as well as trends in timber 

harvest, milling capacity and production, mill residuals and sales value of products and residues are 

presented. Employment and worker earnings in the state’s primary and secondary forest products 

industries are also discussed. Periodic survey data collected from the forest products industry provides 

detailed information on Arizona’s timber sources, wood utilization and the economic contributions of the 

industry to the state economy through time. A comprehensive report is currently being prepared that will 

include these tables along with historical information and current industry trends. This is the sixth analysis 

conducted by BBER for Arizona. All BBER reports on Arizona’s forest products industry can be found at: 

https://www.bber.umt.edu/FIR/S_AZ.asp 

As we continue to finalize the reports, we would like to provide this “core” information to our data 

users and other interested individuals. We encourage you to contact us if you have any additional 

questions about the data. However, firm-level data are confidential and will not be released. 

 

The lead analyst for this report is: 

Amy Beagles 
Forest Industry Research Program 
Bureau of Business and Economic Research 
Amy.Beagles@mso.umt.edu  
(406) 243-4073 
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Arizona 2021 Wood Products Industry Highlights 

• The Arizona census identified 18 primary wood products facilities operating during 2021, a 

decrease from the 23 facilities found active during the 2016 mill census. Arizona had: 

o 10 sawmills, 

o 4 residual related producers, 

o 2 firewood producers, and 

o 2 post/pole/ piling and viga/latilla producers.  

• The total Arizona timber harvest during 2021 was 77.9 million board feet (MMBF) Scribner. 

• National Forests in Arizona accounted for 87 percent (67.4 MMBF Scribner) of timber harvested 

during 2021, an increase from 63.2 percent (48.2 MMBF Scribner) in 2016.  

• Tribal timberland in Arizona accounted for 13.3 percent (10.3 MMBF Scribner) of timber 

harvested in 2021, a decrease from 33.8 percent (25.8 MMBF Scribner) in 2016. 

• Apache and Coconino counties were the largest contributors to Arizona’s total harvest in 2021. 

Combined, these counties accounted for 78 percent of the total statewide harvest volume.  

• In 2021, Arizona had a net outflow of 696 thousand board feet (MBF) Scribner of timber products. 

• Arizona facility’s primary wood product sales (finished products and mill residues) were $112.7 

million; $110.5 million from primary wood products, and $2.2 million from mill residues. Of those 

sales, 39 percent were within Arizona, and 29 percent of sales were outside of the United States. 

• Timber-processing capacity for Arizona facilities was 106,119 MBF Scribner with a utilization rate 

of 61 percent. 

• Approximately 8,647 workers were employed in Arizona’s forest industry sectors during 2021. 

Secondary wood product and paper manufacturers accounted for 7,825 (90%) of these workers. 

Total income of Arizona’s forest industry workers was $643 million during 2021.  
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Figure A1 — Arizona timber harvest and flow 2021
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Glossary 

Bioenergy wood – Refers to wood used for firewood, fuel for the production of industrial heat and steam, 

as well as for products like wood pellets, charcoal, or liquid fuels. 

Board foot – A unit of measure applied to lumber that is 1-ft long, 1-ft wide and 1-in thick (or its 

equivalent) and associated with roundwood as to its potential yield of such products. 

Bone dry unit (BDU) – The amount of wood residue that weighs 2,400 lbs. (1,088 kg) at 0 percent 

moisture content. One BDU equals approximately 9.49 yd3 or 96 ft3 of solid wood. 

Cubic foot – A unit of true volume that measures 1 ft. by 1 ft. by 1 ft. (30.48 by 30.48 by 30.48 cm). 

House log – Roundwood timber used to construct log homes. Products manufactured from house logs 

can be sawn, scribed by hand, notched, or milled by lathe to meet customer construction needs. House 

log timber is often dead prior to harvesting. 

Kerf – The width of the cut made by a saw blade. 

Lumber tally – the volume of sawn products, usually expressed in board feet. 

MBF – thousand board feet 

MMBF – million board feet 

Production capacity – The potential volume of output a facility can produce on a shift or annual basis, 

assuming firm market demand for products, sufficient supply of raw materials, and ordinary downtime for 

maintenance. 

Recovery – The volume of output from a facility per unit of input, a measure of mill efficiency 

Residue – The wood-fiber or bark by-product remaining after timber processing of a primary product like 

lumber, plywood, posts and poles, house logs, etc. Three types of residues are generally generated: 

 Coarse – chips, edgings, slabs, trim, and log ends 

 Fine – sawdust, and planer shavings  

 Bark. 

Sawlog – A log that meets minimum regional standards of diameter, length, and defect; intended for 

sawing. 

Scribner – A diagram log scale rule originating in the 1840s, designed to estimate the net yield of lumber 

from a log; it assumes 1-in (2.54 cm) boards and .25-in (0.64 cm) in kerf, and is based on diameter at the 

small end of the log.  

Timber-processing capacity – The volume of timber reported in MBF Scribner that could be processed, 

given sufficient supplies of raw material, firm market demand for products, and ordinary down-time for 

maintenance. Timber-processing capacity is estimated for each facility and gauges the volume of timber 

that could be used annually if the facility operated at its self-reported production capacity. A facility’s 

timber-processing capacity is calculated by dividing its production capacity by its product recovery. 

 


