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About the Bureau of Business and Economic Research
The Bureau of Business and Economic Research is the main research unit of the College of Business at the University of Montana. Established in 1948, its mission is to inform Montanans 
about the economic climate in which they live and work. In addition to conducting its Economic Outlook Seminar across the state at the beginning of each year, BBER researchers 
are engaged in a wide range of applied research projects that deal with different aspects of the state economy, including survey research, economic analysis, health care research, 
forecasting, wood product research and energy research. Contact us at (406) 243-5113 or bber@business.umt.edu if we can be of any help to you or your business.
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Julia Altemus
Montana Wood Products Association
Missoula

Dennis Beams
Glacier Bank
Kalispell

Kathy Boelter
Arrow Solutions Group, Inc.
Billings

Diana Holshue
Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis
Helena

Allison Johnston
Payne West Insurance
Missoula

Matt Jones
BNSF Railway
Bozeman

Paddy Fleming
Montana Manufacturing Extension Center
Bozeman

Bill Whitsitt
Executive in Residence

Dates & Locations
Helena
Tuesday, January 23, 2018
Great Northern Hotel

Great Falls
Wednesday, January 24, 2018
Hilton Garden Inn

Missoula
Friday, January 26, 2018
Hilton Garden Inn

Billings
Tuesday, January, 30, 2018
DoubleTree

Bozeman
Wednesday, January 31, 2018
The Commons

Butte
Thursday, February 1, 2018
NorthWestern Energy General Office

Kalispell
Tuesday, February 6, 2018
Hilton Garden Inn

Lewistown
Tuesday, March 13, 2018
Central Montana Education Center

Havre
Wednesday, March 14, 2018
MSU Northern Hensler Auditorium
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7:45-8:00	
Coffee and registration

8:00-8:10	
Introduction and overview

8:10-8:30	 4
The Benefits of Higher Education
Bryce Ward, Associate Director, Bureau of Business 
and Economic Research

8:30-9:00	 15
U.S. and Montana Outlooks
Patrick Barkey, Director,  Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research

9:00-9:20	 22
Energy Outlook
Paul Polzin, Director Emeritus,  Bureau of Business 
and Economic Research

9:20-9:30
Break	

9:30-9:50	 28
Tourism Outlook
Norma Nickerson, Director, Institute for Tourism 
and Recreation Research

9:50-10:10	 32
Agriculture Outlook
George Haynes, Professor and Agricultural 
Specialist, Montana State University

10:10-10:30	 41
Health Care Outlook
Bryce Ward, Associate Director,  Bureau of Business 
and Economic Research

10:30-10:50	 47
Real Estate and Construction Outlook
Brandon Bridge, Director of Forecasting,  Bureau of 
Business and Economic Research

10:50-11:00
Break

11:00-11:20	 58
Forest Industry and Wood Products Outlook
Todd Morgan, Director, Forest Industry Research,  
Bureau of Business and Economic Research

11:20-11:40		 62
Local Outlook (by county)
Patrick Barkey, Director,  Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research

11:40-12:00	 91
Local Expert Report

12:00-12:10
Break

12:10-1:00	 95
The Future of Higher Education
Bob Nystuen, Montana University System Regent 
and Market President of Glacier Bank
Introduction by Bob Rowe, CEO, NorthWestern 
Energy
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Out here, small business 
is big business.

At First Interstate Bank, we know the right  
loan can help your company compete with the big dogs.  
Business loans for any size—it’s you and  together. 

Find out more at firstinterstate.com



Learn more at 
Blackfoot.com

Hosted IP Phone | Integrated Voice & Data | Business Broadband
Ethernet, MPLS & Dedicated T-1 | Hosted Server | Managed WAN 

Colocation | Cloud Solutions | IT Consulting & Services

Reliability matters.
Connect your business to more.



Montana Divisions

Visit www.glacierbancorp.com for a complete list of division locations.

NorthWestern Energy has invested more than $1 billion in providing 60 percent of Montana’s energy 

through renewable resources like wind and water. This major investment is part of our ongoing 

commitment to responsibly power our homes and businesses, protect our environment, and keep our state 

beautiful now and for future generations.

We’re keeping Montana 
picture-perfect.

Connect With Us:
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Bureau of Business and Economic Research
Gallagher Business Building, Suite 231
32 Campus Drive
University of Montana
Missoula, Montana 59812
Phone: (406) 243-5113
Email: info@business.umt.edu

www.bber.umt.edu


