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SouthWest MT

• SouthWest MT includes Silver Bow and the 6 surrounding counties:
– Beaverhead, Deer Lodge, Granite, Jefferson, Madison, Powell, Silver Bow

SouthWest MT 

 84,598 Population (2019)
 16,294 sq. miles

 39,608 Employed (Nov20)
 1,706 Unemployed (Nov20)
 41,314 Labor Force (Nov20)
 4.1% U.E. Rate (Nov20)

 7.9% of Total MT Population
 7.8% of Total MT Employed
 11.2% of Total MT sq. miles
 5.2 people/mile v 7.3 MT avg.

 Silver Bow accounts for 41.3% of 
total SW MT population and ranks 8th

of the 56 counties in terms of 
population



SouthWest MT – COVID-19 and Jobs

• The Unemployment rate for SW MT hit 11.3% in 
April 2020. Highest April on record but slightly 
better than MT’s 11.9% rate.

• The Unemployment rate in SW MT grew from 3.5% 
in April 2019, when we were experiencing near all 
time lows and tight labor markets.

• The number of unemployed in April 2020 in SW MT 
stood at 4,627.  This was up 3,158 workers or 
215% from April 2019.

• With reopening, we saw steady improvement in the 
unemployed each month through November 2020, 
ending at 4.1% or 1,706 unemployed.

SW MT Unemployment Rate
April 2020



SouthWest MT – Quick Facts

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau



SouthWest MT – Population

2019 Census Estimated Population in SW MT = 84,598

• SW MT’s population grew a census estimated 
3.2% between 2010 and 2019, which was slower 
than the overall statewide increase of 8.0%.

• Overall growth accelerated from 2016 to 2018.

• SW MT added 2,651 people between 2010-19.

• 2019 saw an estimated decrease of -0.2% or 141 
people in SW MT.  The first decrease in the past 
10-years.



Median Age of the Population

2019 National Average Median Age = 38.4
– MT 9th Oldest State at 40.5 years
– SW MT Median Age = 44.0 years



SouthWest Montana – Labor Force

Between 2019 and 2020 employment fell 2.2% or 879 workers in SW MT.  
Unemployment levels up but improving since COVID shutdowns



Income and Production

• Per-Capita Income includes wages, rents, interest, profits, and transfer payments. Madison 
and Jefferson above, and Silver Bow near statewide average. Slower growth in SBC.

• Real GDP measures production and income.  SW MT total $3.2B in 2019.  Growth in SW MT 
exceeded statewide increase since 2010.  GDP/person can be proxy for standard of living.



Silver Bow County Snapshot

• Silver Bow population grew by 715 people between 2010-19.  2019 estimate showed a slight 
decline.  Growth since 2010 in 18-44 and 65-older cohorts.  Declines in 45-64 and 17-under.

• With COVID, # employed dropped in 2020, and unemployment rates peaked in April. Had 
been experiencing slow employment growth in prior years since Great Recession.



Silver Bow Employment by Industry

2020 saw employment reductions in accommodation and food services, and retail trade with 
COVID-19.  Location Quotients illustrate SBC employment concentration compared to overall 

statewide average. 



Outlook

• 2020 was a year the impacted everyone, changed how many do business, and negatively 
impacted the overall economy.  Continued short-term drag as vaccine roll-out continues is 
anticipated through the first half of 2021.  Improvement in the second half of 2021, followed by 
growth in 2022 and 2023 is anticipated. 

• Employment is anticipated to grow 0.8% in 2021, 1.3% in 2022, and 1.5% in 2023.  By 2023 the 
unemployment rate is anticipated to be less than 4%.
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